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	Description

	Demolishing existing housing stock in favour of building new homes results in loss of heritage and wastes carbon emissions embedded in otherwise sound structures, as well as breaking up existing communities. These criticisms have been levelled at the housing market renewal Pathfinder areas established within the UK government's Sustainable Communities Plan. Deciding how best to regenerate run-down urban areas and create sustainable communities therefore demands comparisons between the relative advantages of the two approaches to housing renewal: "knock it down or do it up". This report by the College of Estate Management, sponsored by BRE Trust, investigated the responses to this question by private and social housing developers and their professional advisers. Although the research points to the benefits of refurbishment in terms of achieving sustainability objectives, it also shows that the uptake of sustainable construction practices is still being held back by higher costs compared to traditional housing, risk aversion, less favourable financial incentives and lack of consumer demand.
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	Readership
	Benefits

	Developers, planners, local and regional authorities, government departments and agencies, housing professionals
	· Presents new evidence that refurbishment can be a more sustainable option than demolition and new build
· Based on a comprehensive literature review and a survey of housebuilders, quantity surveyors, development surveyors and architects

· Highlights the types of project where refurbishment is likely to be cost-effective and the limitations of refurbish​ment due to community and other problems


